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Gvmer. Ios. Jomes H. Dow, 122 Chapel 3treet
nete of Arectiom 1816, Bullt Tov Lengley Boardmsn

and John Abbott.

Arebitect Unknown
Builder Unkrown:
Fresent Condition Structuraily sound. Need genewal

repalr and paint. Trim at entrance .-
missing. Shutbers missing. Blings

taken off. Kew sash first flooz.

‘ Turber of Storises Three

SConstruction Wellec end cornice briek., Roof slate,

Base granite. Wood framing
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Otrher Existing Records PRortaunouth Historic and Ticturesgue’
{ 143

by G. 3. Surmey. Portsaouth 1902,
Tilusuvration and text,

Fogter's Guide RBook of FPortsmouth

Article entitled *Qlg Custonm E_Ec:uae_f*

by Jumes H. [ow.

Drawing of main entrancs (:‘mcorféc_ﬁ)._
‘ _ Saes Geérg'a.n Pariod, Part ¥1 PI. 4.0$

Registry of Deeds zt Exeter.
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GUSTOM HOUSE
PORTSHOUTE , NEW HAKPSHIRE

- HISTORY

Bullt after the Great Fire of i&lﬁ'far Langley Boardman
and JOhn AbotE.

Purchased by U. S. Government 1817,

Aﬁcﬁiansﬁ ﬁy U. 3. Governmendt to Mr. Isase Dow 1887,

Passed to his son, kr. Jemes I, Dow,

Present wﬂer.* krs., Janes H. Dow,

Used,&é a Post~0ffice srnd Custom House 1817 Lo 1880,

Used gg office of Frovost Marshkal 1880 to 1867,

Rented now =2s %two steores and Iofis.

"On Aﬁg. 21, 1817, the United Siates government pur-
chased of Langley Boardman and John abbott the three story
Cbrick building on the cormer of Daniel and Fenhallow strectis,
probabdly bub recently bullt at thet date. Timeothy Upham wes
E collectof al this pério& and must have found the newsquarbers
a most decided improvenent over the old office, whers srace
was Iimited. The government Tound it necessary to mke some
changes from time to time, the postoffice derartiment occupy-
Ing much room om the street floor., The mall business sven

t this period in the towm's history wms no smell mather, and
_in and out of that corner entrance to the postolfice passed
many a merchant, ship owner, worthy citizens snd uign of note
o those times, with lads snd lasses, sll ezger for the dis-
trivution of the mails, which was not so fregusnt an event

~agd in these more prograssive years of clicaper postage.”



ﬁThe governm@nt-eontin&ed_the_busihéss here until 1860,
during which time some altaratiGRS'Were made on the second
fLoor for office work., This WQs dohe by Thomas_&hrtin, a’
prominent carpenter of those davs, snd the marble tablet
marked "Custan House™, which stiil remains on Lhe Penhallow
Street front, was placed there in 1858 by Mr. Martin, whoss
bill for carpenter work was ?575;00; |

"RBut a more modern bullding was being consﬁructed.which
at that time as now, proved one of the most substantiék and
ormarental buildings of our city, and being.completed'in
1860, the "0ld Custorn House"™ lost its ident ity as g governmant-f;
buliding and a move was made to the new quarters, whers for
generations yet to come the custom house and postoffice
business will be well loaked after.

*Rut there were other scenes to be enacted at Lthe vacéteéi
of fice. The Unked 3tates government retalned the building.and::
rented it for wvarious purposes for several VAT S . Tﬁe in-
cidents most worthy of historic mention were those that took
place during the Civil d#ar. Here was the office of the provost.
marshal 2nd here gathered excited throngs during the davs of
enlistrent of voluntears who were stirred to do battle for
the ceuse of the Union. Fathers and mothers saw thelr sons
march oul for sctive service as soldlers. -Smiles'and tears
mingled here in the partings. Thes stroke of = pen was
attended with mighty interests, far more so then the "boy in
blue® ever dresmed of. The enthusiasm of youth overcanme all

obstncles-~and father and son marched out from the old cusbmmlﬁﬁ
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house to do battle for peasce., Continued calls for troops

o

.'KEP'“the excitement at full blow, music angd Eannérsrwere
familiar SQ&ﬁﬁs.ﬁnd sights.  Later on drafting was resorted
to, and It was then that ﬁ&W‘SCéﬁas were enacted. The
published Lists of nanies drewn for service fn the Tield wera
éaggriy scanned and not always with satiéf&ction, ane's name
comitted brougﬁt g smile-~alsc =z fear'thﬁt "My name may come
next time.”

“Anﬁ then the substituie business. - How the money did
~circulate, and what profits the brokers dld pocket. AL first

a good gub could be obtained for a reusoneble price, bubt like

b

all other articles of sale, the prices kept -

Ry

yagce with the de-
mand and ere the draft was declarad off pricss went up to
iittle less then a thousand dollers and of this the broker

Zob & good share, for the gquality of the subs went down as

7
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rices went up. Thers were soms scenes of riotous nature,

i

on several occasions, as s resistance to the Idraft was mani-
Testad hy sympathizsrs with the Loubl.

*Peace cane abh last cnd the murnurs of bloody strife
" were stilled. Business Tesumed 1%s usuel conditions about
the "01d Custom Mouse'™. The .nited States governent
announced the ssle of thisz hisoh

oy F T -2, P | . Yoo w ) EJ
18467 it was sold ob pubiiz gucblon, tho purchassr belug

Mr. Isasc Dow. The prezent o mer, Javes . dow, brg rocoently
b o f s . N PR B B L o Ty + 13- 5% A3 =
made notlceabls changes and Improvoents w the buliding and

-1 + 2 2 - - S " S - wn 3 - 3 T
the locstion boing an asxcellent ons for husinoss, 4 1g eafe
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. : uwm‘mc{: from 8 Fortsmouth daily mewspaper fec. 26, 1268 o

entitled "01d uu@t om Ho usa”-by‘gamﬁs_ﬁ, Qéwi Probably the
Portzmouth Lﬁfdl
STRUCTGRE

T QID“ DOOR is taken from posh card.enclosed, palnt
marks on the bullding ocmd dvawing in the Georglan Ferlod,
Vel. VI, Piate 403,

4ren in bad repaid it was taken down and stored in

resent ommerts barn and leter given away for firs wod.

-,

TIE BLINDS of the second story window were fournd in the

THE SHUTTERS of the first story windows sre taken from
‘ post card enclosed. |
. SAFE - Je think thst the brieck arch in the busement
carried o safe on the firvst floor as well as the present one

g pursly conjectural,
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Tt wme bullt Dy Bulfinch according to local tradition.”

~=Fogterts Guide 3ouk. We have found no docunentary cevidence

gﬂ;&w%%z

Assistant Supervisor

Approved cf?’;;7/AQZ;¢,¢£¢£624£ZZ::;;J‘

Ristrict Officer

] July 87, 1935
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N.H.
DENDA FROM BmGISTRY oF :;m}}a AT EXETER - Por
-Jorlmuﬁd AOLSCK to  Book 212 Deeds - BExeter
LANGELEY BOARDMAY and - Pages 1 _

JGﬁh ABBOTT

_~~m-bﬂg1nu1ng on Ark Streat,at the uoutbvesterly cornbr aof
Rindge Lenz, thenee Southerly on s'd irk Strest nineteen
(rot-8") feet eight inches to land of Noah Smith and others,
thence fZasterly on seid Smith's land sand o .crs carrying a
parallel line with Shesfe Street 35'-6" Lo land of Jaccb
Harsﬂins, thence MNortherly by sald karstins lawnl sbtout 18
feet to sald Rlnﬁ”e,qdie, thence Westeriy by salid Rild?e Lane
35 r-pn tq said Ark Street being the corner and tounds first
msntigned-—~-»—nbeginning on Daniscl Street at the Northeast-
efl? corner of Ark Street, and thence ruming Southerliy on
said Arﬁ Street 70 ?Pct to Rindge Lane, thence Zasterly by
said Rindge Lane £27'-2"7, thence [ortherly carrying o parallel
line with said ark Street 70 foet to said Daniel Street,

-2 Lo the corner

Py

thence Yesterly by gaid Daniel Utreet
and bounds first menti oned---~—--—=heginning on said ATK
Street at the Horthwesterly corner of 3heafe Street, thence
running.on said Sheafe Strest fasterly 33'-8" to land of
said Jacob karstin, thence lortherly by sald sarstin’s lund

18'-8" o land of Noah Smith and others, thence 4Wasterl

A
q‘”‘

by said Smith's land and others carrying a parallel liue
withk saild Sheafe Street 25'-C" o said Ark Strset, thence
ooutherly by sald 4Ark 3treet 187'-8"™ Lo the corner and bounds

firast mentioned.
’ this Zrd day of 4April, 1810

NOTE: This deed is for only thrse lots of land--no building
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TLATGELEY BCARDMAN and Book 214  Deeds mxeter g PORT
JCHI ABBOTT - to Page 532 R : o
UNITED 3TATES : i . _ 23-“!;

~--a certain bullding erected by us for no Custon Iouse, an&
Fublic Warehouée, in the years 1816 and 1817, with the 1Sﬁ&3
on which the said building stands, being 1073 feet and 8 :
inches, situated and bounded as follows (viz.) - In the T¢wn
of Portsmouth in the State of New Hampshire, commencing on
Daniel 3treet at the center of the partition wall, whlch
divides the Custom House on the Hastern sxde.frcm the bul?d-
ing owned by Frink and Haseltine, and running though the
center of saild wall southwardly as far as the building of the'
gaid Fripk and Isseltine extends, ﬁhence.to include the whole
wzll to Rindge Street being 71 feeﬁ, then on Hiﬁdgé Street
Westwardly to Ark Street'aa'—&“, thence on Ark ﬁtreet.Noxmhé'
wardly 71 feet %0 Denijel Street, thence on Daniel Street
Enstwerdly 22'-2" Lo the bounds begun at;,fhe Jand being
the same which was conveyed Ho us the 2rd day of April
1816, by Johnathan Folson, deed recorded in the-RocRiﬁgham
Records dJune 1, 1816, Lib., #12 Fol., 1

this 2lst day of August, 1817,
Rec. Sept. 20, 1817.

UNITED 3TATES to Book 418 Deeds Bxeter
ISAAC DOA Page 307

Sane descrintion as the deed Boardmn et al to United Staées.
—uvbeihg the same premises vwhich were conveved to the United
States by Langeley Boardman and John Abbott by deed dated
August 2ist, 1817 recorded in the Rockingham Records on the

20th September, 1617, Liber 214, Folio 532.
this 4th day of ﬁovemoer, 1867
Rec. Nov., 12, 18G7.
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TSAAC DOW  Administration #3148  Probabe Exeter V%-?ORT
Mery B. (wife) | 28-

Jares K. (son)
1. Lizzie (daughters)
g ¥, Fletcher

In the settlement of the sstate the following was allowed:

Widow 84665, 48
Lizzie 51046,96
Ermraa : 3106.02
James. S 109.42 with previous recelipts.

This is the only dispcssl of the estate. Therce are no deeds
passed on this property and we believe that the "with pre-
vioug receipts™ In the above is the wassing of the property
to the son James, whose middle initial in the records is L.
and in the history is H. The records show the son Jumes as

regiding in Lowell, Mass.

The presgsent owner ig lirs. Jemes [I. Dow, ‘There is als=o
another line on this property for the will of the widow
Mary E. Dow, Vol. 2285 Page 25, reads: 2nd-All the rest,
residue and rameinder ol my property and sstate of every
desceription I glve snd segusath to my brother, dases H. Dow
t0 have and-to hbl& the game and use and enjoy the incoms
the reof during the term of his natural 1lifse., 3rd from and
after the termination of my said bhrother's 1ife estate

therein----1 give, devise and dbegueath to Mrs. Lucy A.

4

Hartwell to have pnd to hold ol the game Lo her sng her
heirs and assigns forever,
There is no provate on Jemes . at the present date.

Fow did the property pass o his wife?



